BOSTON,   June  1,  1846. 

Dear  Friend  : 

We  take  the  liberty,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Societv,  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
stntement  with  regard  to  the  NATIONAL  ANTI-SLAVERY  STANDARD,  the  organ  of  the  Society. 

The  Standard  is  the  vehicle  through  which  the  principles  and  measures  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  are  explained  and  enforc- 
ed. It  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  say  that  it  maintains  the  most  advanced  position  that  the  American  Abolitionists  have  as  yet  taken  up. 
Its  business  is  to  keep  an  incessant  watch  upon  Slavery,  and  upon  everything  that  countenances  or  sustains  it,  and  to  be  ever  vigilant  to 
expose  and  counteract  their  devices.  Its  pages  reflect,  as  in  a  mirror,  the  ever-changing  aspects  of  Slavery,  of  Pro-Slavery,  and  of  Anti- 
Slavery.  It  is,  therefore,  interesting  and  valuable,  as  we  apprehend,  to  the  philosophical  or  the  philanthropic  observer  of  these  portentous 
elements  of  our  passing  history,  who  may  not  in  all  respects  agree  with  the  philosophy  or  the  method  of  reform  which  it  inculcates,  as  well 
as  to  those  who  cordially  accept  them  both. 

The  Standard  is  exclusively  devoted  to  the  Mnti-Slavery  reform.  Being  the  organ  and  the  property  of  a  Society  made  up  of  persons  of 
every  shade  of  opinion  on  other  subjects,  propriety  and  good  faith  require  that  it  should  confine  itself  to  the  agitation  of  the  one  subject  on 
which  they  are  of  one  mind.  The  facts  of  other  reforms  will  be  recorded,  as  part  of  the  "  general  intelligence"  of  the  paper;  but  the  dis- 
cussion of  their  merits  will  form  no  part  of  its  business. 

While  the  Standard  will  continue  to  be  exclusively  an  Anti-Slavery  paper,  yet,  with  regard  to  Slavery,  and  to  the  measures  and  princi- 
ples of  the  Society  for  which  it  speaks,  it  will  invite  the  freest  and  fullest  discussion.  It  will  be,  so  to  speak,  not  more  an  Jlnti-Slavery 
than  a  Pro-Slavery  paper  ;  inasmuch  as  its  columns  will  be  open  to  the  Slaveholder  and  his  friends  as  freely  as  to  their  adversaries.  We 
only  desire  the  triumph  of  the  Right  and  the  Truth,  and  have  established  our  paper  »s  a  fair  field  in  which  their  just  supremacy  may  be 
vindicated. 

In  addition  to  its  Anti-Slavery  intelligence  and  discussions,  the  Standard  will  contain  a  well-digested  summary  of  foreign  and  domestic 
news,  and  a  large  amount  of  literary  and  miscellaneous  reading.  Its  excellence  in  these  respects  we  believe  to  be  generally  acknowledged 
by  its  present  readers.     No  pains  will  be  spared  to  make  it  not  only  a  sound  Anti-Slavery,  but  an  excellent  Family,  newspaper. 

The  immediate  management  of  the  paper  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  its  present  resident  editor,  Sydney  Howard  Gay,  whose  editorial 
tact  and  eminent  talent  have  been  sufiiciently  proved  by  the  experience  of  two  years,  to  need  any  eulogy  of  ours.  In  addition  to  the  inval- 
uable services  of  Mr.  Gay,  the  Executive  Committee  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  promise  of  regular  contributions  to  the  edito- 
rial department  from  a  number  of  persons,  all  of  them  well  known  as  thorough  Abolitionists,  and  some  of  them  equally  celebrated  in  the 
republic  of  letters.  When  we  mention  Maria  Weston  Chapman,  Wendell  Phillips,  Eliza  Lee  Follen,  William  Henry  Chan- 
king,  James  Russell  Lowell,  David  Lee  Child,  Edmund  Quincy,  and  Thomas  T.  Stone,  as  some  of  those  upon  whose  regular 
assistance  Mr.  Gay  can  depend,  in  his  editorial  labors,  we  think  that  we  shall  not  be  thought  extravagant  m  our  confidence  that  the  Stand- 
ard will  be  surpassed  by  no  paper  in  the  country  in  the  amount  or  variety  of  the  talent  which  it  will  command.  The  names  which  we 
have  enumerated  are  those  of  only  a  portion  of  the  contributors  on  whom  we  rely  in  America,  and  we  are  confident  that  we  shall  also  be 
favored  with  the  contributions  and  correspondence  of  some  of  the  first  talent  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  make  the  Standard  one  of  the  best  papers  in  the  land,  the  Executive  Committee  have  determined  to  endeavor 
to  give  it  the  widest  possible  circulation  by  making  it  one  of  the  cheapest.  They  intend,  therefore,  from  the  commencement  of  the  seventh 
volume  (June  4th)  tofurnish  it  to  subscribers  at  ONE  DOLLAR  per  annum,  being  one  hiilf  its  present  price,  without  reducing  its  size  or 
diminishing  its  amount  of  matter.  This  they  are  enabled  to  do  from  the  circumstance  that  all  the  lai)ors  of  the  non-resident  contributors  are 
strictly  and  entirely  gratuitous,  and  the  expenses  of  the  paper  at  New  York  are  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  point  by  a  rigid  and  self- 
denying  economy  on  the  part  of  the  resident  editor.  Having  no  wish  to  make-  the  paper  a  profitable  concern,  and  only  desiring  that  it 
should  pay  its  actual  expenses  and  be  read  as  extensively  as  possible,  the  Committee  have  made  this  change,  in  the  belief  that  both  objects 
would  thus  be  most  readily  accomplished. 

Our  object  in  addressing  you,  at  this  time,  is  to  ask  your  cooperation  in  this  matter.  To  invite  you,  if  not  already  a  subscriber,  to  sub- 
scribe;  or,  at  any  rate,  to  lay  these  facts  before  such  of  your  friends  and  neighbors  as  you  judge  best,  and  to  procure  their  names,  if  they 
are  willing  to  give  them.  The  experience  of  such  of  the  Committee  as  have  made  the  attempt,  has  satisfied  them  that  it  is  no  difficult  mat- 
ter to  procure  subscribers,  on  the  present  terms.  Scarcely  any  one  to  whom  the  paper  has  been  shown,  the  names  of  the  contributors  re- 
counted, and  the  price  stated,  has  refused  to  subscribe.  We  believe  that  a  great  additioti  to  the  present  number  of  subscribers  and  readers 
can  be  obtained,  at  the  expense  of  a  very  little  personal  eflfort  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  paper  and  the  cause.  That  effort  we  invite 
you  to  make,  as  your  reasonable  service  to  the  Slave,  to  whom  we  all  acknowledge  so  heavy  a  debt  of  duty. 

We  shall  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  paper,  (if  you  are  not  a  subscriber,)  as  a  specimen  of  its  size,  &c.  You  will  remember,  should 
you  be  disposed  to  assist  us,  that  the  terms  are,  strictly  and  invariably,  "IN  ADVANCE."  It  is  important  that  what  you  do  should  be 
done  quickly;  and  we  would  ask  the  favor  of  you  0=  to  return  this  Circular,  WITHIN  ONE  FORTNIGHT  from  the  time  you 

RECEIVE    IT,    WITH    THE    NAMES    AND    MONEY    YOU    HAVE    OBTAINED,    IF    ANY  ;    BUT    AT    ANY    RATE    TO  RETURN  IT,  THAT  WE  MAY  KNOW  WHAT 

TO  DEPEND  upoN,XI]  directed  either  to  Sydney  H.  Gay,  142  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  or  to  Robert  F.  Wallcut,  25  Cornhill,  Boston. 
In  confident  hope  of  your  cordial  cooperation  with  us  in  this  attempt  to  disseminate  Anti-Slavery  truth,  we  are,  very  truly  and  respect- 
fully, your  friends. 

WILLIA'M    LLOYD    GARRISON,  President. 

Wendell  Phillips,  Secretary. 


